* The Recall of Ya^atbingyan *
guard and leave the King exposed to a rising nearer
home, a possible contingency in the state of public feel-
ing. Theimmasi, perspiring profusely, found himself
at the conclusion of the debate unable to submit con-
crete proposals. The Council broke up with nothing
decided.

Next day messengers arrived to report that the Duke
had declared himself king of the whole south, and that
the hill tribes had crossed the river, thereby blocking
an advance upon Martaban.

Narathihapate heard the news while he was still in
the bed-chamber. He was seized with panic and instead
of again summoning the Council, traversed the gal-
leries leading to Queen Saw's apartments. Entering her
room brusquely, he said: 'We are attacked/ His manner
was abject.

Queen Saw, who had heard the news already, en-
quired what he proposed to do. When he replied that
he had no plan, she asked why he did not consult his
advisers.

'My advisers/ he cried, 'they are useless! I asked
Theimmazi to submit a scheme, but he was unable to
do so. Nor had anyone else proposals to put forward/

cln that case3, replied Queen Saw, 'I suppose that the
rebels will do what they like/

'You are very calm/ he whined. 'Do you realise that
this is a serious matter?'

'I am only a woman/ she replied. 'Surely it would be
better to take some competent person's advice/

This only made Narathihapate more distracted; 'I
have no one to turn to but yourself. Can you recom-
mend nothing?*